Page 4

THE ROUNDUP

Sniff Out Danger

Scout Dogs Aid Patrols

On a bright day recently an
MP reconnaissance patrol
stalked through the rice pad-
dies just south of Long Binh
Post.

Hobo, a scout dog, was far
ahead of the patrol. He missed
the scent of a hidden booby trap
and tripped a wire triggering
the explosive device. Nine

members of the patrol escaped
injury because of the prema-
ture explosion.

“This is the kind of story of-

ten heard about scout dogs in
Vietnam,” said Corporal Rob-
ert L. Fuller who heads the
five man scout dog team of the
212th MP Company (Sentry
Dog), 720th MP_Battalion.,

The scout dog team,
formed in October 1967, is com-
posed of former handlers of
German Shepherd sentry dogs
who guard storage areas and
patrol perimeters. It is the only
such MP unit in Vietnam.

The men of .the 212th are first

trained as MPs, then lat
schooled in the handling of se¢
try dogs. Still further traini
is given to those who volunte
as scout dog handlers.

The mild-tempered scout di
does not bark his warning .
his more vicious counterpai
the sentry dog. But his job
the same — to alert men
danger. Specialist Four Rona
E. Wolford, a dog handler, sa
that the dog’s warning signa
may not be very obvious ai
often are difficult for anyor
but a well-trained handler °
detect.

“The dog’s warnings are ¢
lent,” he said, ‘his tail ma
begin to wag, he may pull a;
gressively on the leash, or h
may stop. But he will not a
ways act the same way i
giving an ‘alert, so the handle
has to use his own judgement.

He added that the handlex
have learned to work with eac
other’s dog. “On long rang
reconnaissance patrols we go i
pairs with one dog. This wa
we have one dog handler as
back-up.”

“The dogs can go many mor
places than the men and the
won’t slow down the patrol,” h
said. “Recently, in fact, my do,
kept me from walking into cor
certina wire that I couldn’
see.”

“But it’s not unusual for guy
to get hurt because they neglec

or don’t notice the warnings o
their scout dogs,” he added.

The men and dogs, includin;
Hobo, who is now back in ac
tion, are an indispensible par
of Operation Stabilize, an infan

try mission conducted in a 22

square miles al;ga,lw_.nd.mgi
20th MP

ion_to help kee i

secure. )

Like their B Company com
rades who plod the rice paddie:
in daily reconnaissance patrol:
and stage nightly ambushes

men of the 212th scout dog uni

Scouting ahead of a B Company, 720th MP Battalion, reconnaissance are an integral part of the Mili
patrel;-Hobo,; a-scout-dog; and his handler, PFC Dirk Rutherford, /tary Policeman’s changing pro
kegg ,t,hﬁ patrol members from wandering into hidden VC traps. file.



